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"Let there be lights in the �rmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years." - Genesis 1:14
[the festivals and feasts, H4150][a signal, H226]

Creation’s Calendar
The Bible tells us in Gen. 1:14 that it is the lights in the �rmament (sun, moon, 
and stars) that are for determining days, months, and years. Roman Gregorian, 
Rabbinical, Karaite, etc. calendars cannot give us correct Biblical dates as they 
go by other determining factors. God’s celestial calendar is unchanging.

Months
Isaiah 66:23 talks about how new moons (not full moons) are used to designate 
the months (future and current pattern): "And it shall come to pass, that from 
one new moon to another..."   The �rst day of the month is ‘o�cial’ when the �rst 
sliver of the moon is sighted (at sunset) anew, thus starting the new, �rst day. 
This is extra important on the only Feast day that starts on the �rst - since it can 
vary by a day or two, all depending on visibility; hence, even if we knew the 
week, we wouldn’t know the day till it happened. 

Years
The spring equinox* celestially signals the end of winter and the beginning of spring. 
Archeology shows ancient man knew how to �gure out the equinox with simple 
instruments very similar to the sundial. In fact, knowing the time of the equinox was very 
important in ancient times, because it was vital to the agricultural growing seasons, 
sowing and reaping times, etc. - upon which the agrarian nations depended for survival 
and economic prosperity.

There are two equinoxes per year - one in the spring (vernal), and one in the autumn 
(autumnal). These signal that the 1st new moon month is starting soon, and also that the 
7th new moon month is starting soon. The �rst lunar month occurring on or after the 
spring equinox (start of the new solar circuit) would be the �rst month.

The sun’s circuit (an astronomical year) will always be 365.242 days. The Hebrew word for 
equinox, tekufah (H8622), means revolution (of the sun), course, circuit.

*Equilux, when daylight and night are equal length, is near the same time as the equinox, 
but o� by a few days, depending where on earth you are. The equinox is an accurate 
astronomical position of the sun.

Days
The days are de�ned as from sunset to the next sunset (Gen. 1:5).

Just because the Rabbinical calendars have been practiced for 
thousands of years does not mean they are correct. They may be close 
sometimes on dates, but still not correct. We need to keep in mind 
that in Jesus’ time, the Temple was not even run correctly; the High 
Priest was a political appointee by the ruling Edomites (Herod), and 
later by the Romans. The Temple worship was largely dominated by 
the sect of the Sadducees. Also, the religious calendar had been 
distorted since the Babylonian captivity through alterations and 
accomidations.

History and Josephus tells us that many Levites had left service in the 
Temple because of these blatant distortions. Many of them became 
known as the sect of the Essenes, (whom we later associate with the 
Dead Sea Scrolls), as they tried to preserve the correct ways (largely 
around the Maccabian Period). At Jesus’ time, the Essenes were as 
large a sect as the Pharisees and Sadducees.

In Mark 14:13 and Luke 22:10, Jesus told His disciples to get ready for 
the Passover supper by �nding an Essene and asking to use his guest 
chamber. We know he was an Essene because Jesus speci�cally told 
His disciples to �nd a man carrying a pitcher of water. In this time, 
women or slaves carried water, not the men. The only exception were 
the Essenes who carried it for their daily ceremonial washing.

The Essene was probably quite willing to let Him use the room 
because he knew Jesus’ public condemnation of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees for corrupting proper worship. He, himself, would probably 
have been having the passover that evening, too. Even though Jesus 
often lambasted the other sects, He never said anything rebuking the 
Essenes, or warning others to stay away from them.

What is important, though, is that Jesus (and His disciples) knew it 
was time for Passover dinner that night (Mar. 14:14,17); yet, according 
to the Temple elite and rabbinical calendar, the Passover was observed 
a day later when they cruci�ed Him (John 18:28, 19:14). In short, 
Jesus and His disciples followed a di�erent calendar than the 
rabbinical one! His disciples knew His customs, and were the ones 
who came to Him to ask about arrangements for passover that night, 
not the next day.

Which Calendar did Jesus use on earth, 
the Temple’s or His?

How do we know the equinox is the 
correct indicator for years?

In Isa. 38:8, God mentions the royal sun dial that was in regular use in 
Jerusalem. The royal astronomers would have had no trouble �nding the 
equinox. Moses, who wrote the books of the Law, “was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians” (Acts 7:22) and most likely learned methods 
from them (who knew how to do it) as well, and taught the Israelites 
how to do it. 

I Kings 4:7 tells us that Solomon appointed 12 o�cers who each, yearly, 
had a di�erent month of responsibility. This shows that they were 
following a correct 12-month equinox calendar, not rabbinical ones 
which often have to add a 13th leap month to stay in sync with the 
seasons. I Chron. 27:1 also again tells us that there were speci�cally 12 
months, and 12 captains of the guard - one for each month, again 
showing a consistent, equinox-based calendar.

II Samuel 11:1 tells us, “And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at 
the time when kings go forth to battle...”  This tells us that the sun’s 
circuit/revolution had just restarted (spring equinox), and they now had 
all spring and summer to �ght. The word year (H8141) here means a 
revolution of time. You can only have a solid 12-month revolution/circuit 
of time with the equinox indicator.

Isn’t it hard to �nd the equinox?
Nope, when you know you are close (because day and 
night starting to get equal), then all you have to do is...

Get a vertical stick and a piece 
of paper (facing true north). 
Plot the shadow on the hour. 

Do this over several days.

On the day of equinox, the plot will appear 
as a straightish line, as opposed to a curve. 
It will only be perfectly straight if you are 

on the equator.

FYI: Some of the more sophisticated ancient sundials found had 
special indented areas on the footers that would become 
illuminated on the equinoxes.
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The constellation Draconis (The Dragon, or Serpent) is also called the red 
dragon because one of its stars (R Draconis) is a red Mira-type variable star 

- a pulsating variable star characterized by very red colors. It is a red giant star. 

The dragon is being described as red, which is not mentioned again - 
anywhere in scripture. These speci�c descriptions in these verses also show 

that this is a literal, physical clestial scene that sparks the discussion and 
symbolic references in the rest of the chapter. Latin name literally means 'northern crown', and is made 

up of 7 stars. The 7 crowns above Draco’s seven heads.

Draco’s head does have seven stars (seven 
heads) though commonly displayed as 

only four stars on most charts.
(Gamma Draconis - companion red dwarf star, Nu Draconis - 

binary v1 & v2 Draconis, Beta Draconis - Binary with 
dwarf star companion) 

Bootes generally means herdsman, but gets it name 
from the Latin bovis, “cow”. Also called Great Horn in 

Chinese astronomy. Ten horns.Draco used to be called the Great 
Dragon, as one of its stars, Thuban, 

used to be the pole star around 
3000 BC.

Virgo will be obscured 
- ”clothed by the sun”. 

This arrangement will be 
during the day, as viewed 

from Jerusalem, Israel.

On 9/23/13, Jupiter will be passing 
through her legs - “being with child”. 

“moon under her feet”

Leo normally has 9 stars; however, on this 
date, it will have three planets in 

alignment as well, forming 
“ a crown of twelve stars...”

The Greek word for wonder (G4592) here can also be translated sign.
“...there appeared a great sign in heaven...” This astronomical lineup will only occur on Sept. 

23, 2017, and will not happen again till much 
further in the distant future.

All of the feast days are set relative to the dates of the start of the 
year and the start of the months. The 2013 Spring Equinox was 
March 20th. Thus, the 7th new moon (which marks the Feast of 
Trumpets, Lev. 23:24) is expected to be visible Oct. 6th or 7th.

(This celestial arrangement veri�ed with Stellarium software)

Oct. 6 or 7, 2013 Sept. 23, 2017 Mar. 6, 20211,260 days (Rev. 12:6)1,260 days
1,295 days (time remaining from 7 years minus 1,260) would be March 8th*This date is infered by counting backwards from known date. May vary.

"And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and 
upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 
And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, 

and seven crowns upon his heads."
Revelation 12:1-3

How do we know the description in Rev. 12 is not just symbolic?
While many Bible scholars are pretty much agreed that the narrative of this chapter describes God's protection of 
Israel during this Tribulation time, there are several things that strongly suggest that the opening scene in the 
chapter is a literal, physical celestial scene that sparks the discussion and explanation and other references.

Several speci�c details are included in the description that are not referenced again during the chapter. For the 
woman, those details include: clothed with the sun, moon under her feet, crown of twelve stars upon her head. 
These are speci�c visual descriptions that are not referenced again. It is interesting to note that to an observer on 
earth, they will not be able to see this formation because the sun's brightness will clothe the entire constellation 
during the day, and the moon will only be illuminated eleven percent. It will be more of a speci�c astronomical 
indication.

Scripture in other places uses physical objects to start symbolic discussions of what it represents. One example is 
Zechariah 5:1-4 where the prophet is shown a scroll, describes its exact dimensions, and the angel tells him what 
the scroll represents. Even though it was a physical and visual scroll, its meaning was symbolic. Twice, Revelation 
12:1,3 use the word "wonder" to describe what John saw. This word, in the Greek, has the idea of 'an indication.' 
So, while there is great symbolic signi�cance in this chapter, it appears they are based on literal, visual events 
that the prophet saw in the heavens as indications of what was going on in a larger scheme of things.

"Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall �nd watching: verily I say unto you, 
that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. 

And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and �nd them so, blessed 
are those servants. And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief 

would come, he would have watched, and not have su�ered his house to be broken through. 
Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not." 

- Luke 12:37-40

"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

And every man that hath this hope in him puri�eth himself, even as he is pure." 
- I John 3:2-3

What should we do with this knowledge?
• Are you ready? Are your sins forgiven?

• If not, admit you are a sinner: "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." - Romans 3:23

• Believe that Christ can save you: "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." - Romans 6:23

    "That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
- John 3:15-16

• Call on Him to save you: "...if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." - Romans 10:9

• Have you been baptized? The ordinance of baptism is not required for salvation, 
but is an outward sign that you have been saved. Acts 8:36-38; 10:47; 18:8.
• Are your household a�airs in order?
• Do your friends and family know your clear testimony and where you would be 

if Christ returned this Feast of Trumpets?
• Are you reconciled with your brothers and sisters (Matthew 5:24)?
• Is your house and life purged of uncleanness (2 Timothy 2:20-21; I John 3:3)?

Remember that the observing of the new moon only signals the o�cial start of The Feast 
of Trumpets - Christ tells us that He will leave us guessing as to the time of His arrival after that.

The Feast of Trumpets is the only Feast day that is on the �rst (unknown) 
day of the month - hence Jesus’ saying we cannot know the day nor the 
hour. Five times in Scripture (Matt. 24:42, 25:13; Mark 13:35,37; 
Luke 21:36), Jesus Christ told us speci�cally to “Watch” for this day 
(Read our in-depth Feast of Trumpets Bible study on our website). We are 
not only given signs preceeding this event, but details to the exact week, 
and even events that will shortly follow it.

One reason to strongly think that Christ was 
'speaking their language' by referencing a 
common idiom is that He repeats this phrase 
with the two points of day and hour; He does 
not simply state that we will not know the day - 
that should have been enough if it was just 
going to be only random day of the year. 

The fact that He makes extra emphasis on a 
particular saying each time seems to be a 'Hint, 
Hint' to the timeframe (one of the Feast of 
Trumpets) yet at the same time without being 
able to give a speci�c chronological marker. 
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This celestial event grouping (four Blood Moons with no intervening partial lunar eclipses is called a Tetrad) with a Total Solar Eclipse (March 20, 2015) in the middle, appears to be very notable signs in the heavens. Joel 2:31 (moon into blood, 
sun into darkness) refers to the solar & lunar signs on the day Christ was cruci�ed (Acts 2:16-22). However, Rev. 6:12 (above) may reference these events. The four Blood Moons (reddish from Earth partially blocking Sun’s light) all occur on 
Jewish holy days (rabbinical calendar), Passover and Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles). The last Tetrads occurred at the end of WWII (1949/1950) and the Arab-Israeli 6-Day War (1967/1968). This will not repeat for again till distant future.

What about the Blood Moon Tetrad and Total Solar Eclipse that will occur April 15th, 2014 - September 28, 2015?
Mark 13:24, “...after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light...”

Apr. 12, 2014

On 11/20/16, Jupiter (the king planet) 
enters the constellation Virgo (conception).

Jupiter enters retrograde motion, 
and is within the constellation for 41 
weeks (normal pregnancy) till 9/9/17.
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