
What this article is about:

Faith, Grace and the Law
 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. - Ephesians 2:8-9  

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the 
law. - Romans 3:31
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Items in this colour are from the original author. 
Items in this colour are verses from the original author.

Items in this colour are comments made about the article by myself.
Items in this colour are verses added by myself to this article.

 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and 
may enter through the gates into the city - Revelation 22:14
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The Law of Moses - Does it apply to Christians?

The Law of Moses, the Old Testament Law, was given to the ancient Israelites (Exodus 31:12-18; 
Deuteronomy 4:32-40,5:1-3, 6:24 10:12-13, 7:7-11; 1 Kings 8:9, 21; Jeramiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 
20:10-12, 19-20; Malachi 4:4). God’s Law (or Covenant) was only with the Israelites (Exodus 
19:5-6; Deuteronomy 7:7-8, 10:15). But what about the Gentiles? God had other means of dealing 
with, and bearing witness to, them (e.g. Acts 14:16-17, 17:26-27, Romans 2:12-16, 3:29-30) 
 
The Law was not given to just the Israelites. It was given to the stranger as well and there was  
one law which applied to both. 
 
Exodus 12:49  
“One law shall be to him that is homeborn, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among you.” 
 
Leviticus 24:22  
“Ye shall have one manner of law, as well for the stranger, as for one of your own country: for I am  
YHWH your Elohim.”
 
YHWH ruled over all the kingdoms of the heathens, not just the kingdom of Israel (2 Chronicles 
20:6). YHWH is, “the governor among the nations” (Psalms 22:28), and not just the governor 
among Israel. 

Ecclesiastes 12:13,  
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear YHWH, and keep his commandments: for 
this is the whole duty of man.” 

Notice it does not say “jews” or “Israelites” here, but man…all men. 
 
Numbers 9:14  
“And if a stranger dwells among you, and would keep the YHWH’s Passover, he must do so 
according to the rite of the Passover and according to its ceremony; you shall have one ordinance, 
both for the stranger and the native of the land.” 
 
Numbers 15:15-16, 29-30  
“15 One ordinance shall be for you of the assembly and for the stranger who dwells with you, an 
ordinance forever throughout your generations; as you are, so shall the stranger be before YHWH. 
16 One law and one custom shall be for you and for the stranger who dwells with you.”
 
“29 You shall have one law for him who sins unintentionally, for him who is native-born among the 
children of Israel and for the stranger who dwells among them.
30 ‘But the person who does anything presumptuously, whether he is native-born or a stranger, 
that one brings reproach on YHWH, and he shall be cut off from among his people.” 

Scripture tells us that both Jews and Gentiles are under sin (Romans 3:9), and the “world” is guilty 
of breaking YHWHs Law. 

Galatians 3:22, “But the scripture hath concluded all under sin…”  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YHWH cannot convict the whole world of sin unless the Laws of YHWH are binding upon 
everyone, because if there’s no law, there’s no sin. If YHWHs law was only for Israel, how could 
YHWH bring judgment upon Gentiles and heathen nations for not keeping His law? The fact that 
YHWH has punished heathen nations throughout the Old Testament is proof that YHWH’s Law 
was binding upon the stranger as well. This fact alone proves that all nations were to keep 
YHWH’s Law.

Romans 3:9  
“What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews and 
Greeks that they are all under sin.”  

Can one believe that YHWH would withhold His knowledge of evil from people, and then punish 
and destroy people for doing evil, when YHWH never told them it was evil in the first place? 
Consider what scripture says.  
 
YHWH overlooks those who ignorantly break His Law (Genesis 20:3-6, Luke 12:47-48, Acts 17:30, 
Romans 2:12-15, Hebrews 5:2, James 4:17). It also says sin will only be counted against those 
who have heard the truth and rejected it (John 9:41; 15:22).

In other words, YHWH would not punish people for breaking His Law, if they did not know it was 
against His law. How cruel it would be for YHWH to know that a people are doing evil, yet not tell 
them about it, just watch and do nothing, withhold that knowledge from them, then destroy them for 
doing that which YHWH had withheld from them! Is this the character of YHWH? No, it is not.

Remember Nineveh and Jonah (in the book of Jonah)? Nineveh, a heathen city, was doing evil, 
and YHWH sent a Jonah to that city to inform these people that they were sinning.  
 
YHWH would not destroy Nineveh until after he informed these people of their evil ways. YHWH 
told Johnah to tell Nineveh they had 40 days to repent before He destroyed them. Jonah tried to 
run away from YHWH because he did not want to do that. YHWH did not begin counting down the 
40 days until these people were told of their evil ways.  
 
Eventually, Jonah went to Nineveh and told them they were going against YHWH’s Law, and they 
repented of their sins, and by YHWH’s grace, He spared that city from destruction. (Note: They still 
had to obey His laws. By obeying His laws YHWH’s grace was applied to them).

This verifies that YHWH’s definition of evil is the same for the heathen as it is with his children. His 
definition of evil is revealed in His Law. That is why scripture says there is one Law for both his 
children and heathens. Evil is evil no matter who commits it. What is defined as evil is expressed 
through his Laws. Therefore YHWH’s Laws, which give a knowledge of sin, are for everyone.
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Belief that the Laws contained in the Ten Commandments applied only to Jews, and not to the 
heathens is contrary to all the evidence in scripture. For example, YHWH told The Philistine king of 
Gerar, king Abimelech (i.e. a heathen, foreigner, and stranger), the following: 
 
Genesis 20:3-4 
“3 But YHWH came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, “Indeed you are a dead 
man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.”
4 But Abimelech had not come near her; and he said, “YHWH, will You slay a righteous nation 
also?”” 
 
If the laws contained in the Ten Commandments, such as adultery, did not apply to the heathen, 
how did this heathen king not only know it was a sin against YHWH, but why did YHWH threaten 
this man with death if he did not let this married woman return to her husband?  
 
Genesis 20:7 
7 Now therefore, restore the man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall 
live. But if you do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.” 
 
The answer is, because there is one Law for both the heathen and believers, the same Law, 
YHWH’s Law. 
 
Romans 3:19 
“Now we know that whatever the Law says, it says to those who are under the Law, that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before YHWH.”
 
Many people believe that the Laws of the Ten commandments were given to Jews only, but 
scripture says otherwise. In the Old Testament times, non-Jews were also partakers of, not only 
YHWH’s Law, but the Mosaic Laws as well. YHWH wanted the “stranger” within their gates to do 
the following:

to be circumcised (Exodus 12:48);
to keep the 7th day sabbath (Exodus 20:10; 23:12, Deuteronomy 5:14);
to keep the yearly solemn fast (Leviticus 16:29);
to keep the 7th year sabbath (Leviticus 25:6);
to observe the feast of weeks (Deuteronomy 16:11);
to observe the feast of tabernacles (Deuteronomy 16:13-14);
to not eat blood (Leviticus 17:10,12);
to not eat animals that die of itself or is torn (Leviticus 17:15);
to keep YHWH’s statutes and judgments (Leviticus 18:26);
to not eat of the holy thing (Leviticus 22:10);
to be stoned to death if he blasphemeth the name of YHWH (Leviticus 24:16);
to be put to death if he comes near the tabernacle (Numbers 1:51; 3:10,38; 18:4,7);
to not eat leavened bread during the feast of unleavened bread; (Exodus 12:18-20);
to keep the passover (Exodus 12:48, Numbers 9:14);
to make burnt offerings to the YHWH (Numbers 15:14);
to not commit any sexual sins (Leviticus 18:26)
to be forgiven as the children of Israel were forgiven (Numbers 15:26);
to be cut off from among his people if he does something presumptuously (Numbers 15:30);
to use the ashes of the heifer as a purification for sin, and it was to be a statute for ever (Numbers 
19:9-10);
to go to the cities of refuge when one kills by accident (Numbers 35:15; Joshua 20:9);
to eat and be satisfied (Deuteronomy 14:29);
to rejoice before the YHWH (Deuteronomy 26:11);
to hear, learn, and fear the YHWH thy Elohim, and do all the words of YHWH’s law (Deuteronomy 
31:12);
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to have no idols (Ezekiel 14:7);
The children of Israel were commanded to treat strangers: 

as one born among them (Leviticus 19:34);
to judge strangers righteously (Deuteronomy 1:16);
to love strangers (Deuteronomy 10:18-19);
to share tithes with the stranger (Deuteronomy 14:28-29; 26:12-13);
to do no violence to the stranger (Jeremiah 22:3);
to give strangers their inheritance depending in what tribe they were sojourning with (Ezekiel 
47:23);
Strangers also stood on the side of the ark and heard all the words of the law (Joshua 8:32-35). 

The purpose of the Law was to teach the Israelites how bad sin was in the eyes of God (Romans 
3:20, 7:7). The Law served as a teacher (it was a temporary measure) until Christ came (Jeramiah 
31:31-34; 2 Corinthians 3:3-18; Galatians 3:19 23-24; Colossians 2:13-17; Hebrews 7:11-12,18-19, 
22, 8:6-13, 9:11-18, 10:1-18). The New testament states that if the “first covenant” had been 
faultless, there would have been no need for a second (Hebrews 8:6). (NB: The “first covenant” is 
a reference to the Law, that is the “Ten commandments” [Exodus 34:28; Deuteronomy 4:13, 
9:9-11; Jeramiah 31:31-34]). 
 
A problem exists here for you. If the Old Testament Covenant was given to the house of Israel only, 
scripture also says the New Covenant was given to the “house of Israel” only. 
 
Jeremiah 31:33 
“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
YHWH;  I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their Elohim, and 
they shall be My people.” 
 
The Ten commandments were also the New Covenant. 
 
Hebrews 8:10 
“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says YHWH I 
will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their Elohim, and 
they shall be My people. “ 
 
Hebrews 10:16 
“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says YHWH; I will put My 
laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them,”  
 
Does that mean the New Testament does not apply to believers in Yahushuah just because it was 
given to the house of Israel? Of course not. 
 
Why would the New Testament apply to all people: Jews, gentiles, and believers alike? For the 
same reason the Old Testament applied to all people as well. Because the same law is for both 
Israel and strangers!  
 
“Israel” is not a specific nation or race today. It is all those who believe in YHWH. All who believe in 
YHWH are “Israel” and “Jews” today. 
 
Romans 1:16 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Yahushuah, for it is the power of YHWH to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” 
 
Romans 2:28-29 
“28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; 
29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not 
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in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from YHWH.” 
 
Romans  9:3-8 
“3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Yahushuah for my brethren, my countrymen 
according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 
the giving of the law, the service of YHWH, and the promises; 5 of whom are the fathers and from 
whom, according to the flesh, Yahushuah came, who is over all, the eternally blessed YHWH. 
Amen.

6 But it is not that the word of YHWH has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who are of 
Israel, 7 nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac your seed 
shall be called.” 8 That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of 
YHWH; but the children of the promise are counted as the seed.” 
 
Romans 10:12-13 
“12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same YHWH over all is rich to all 
who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of YHWH shall be saved.” 
 
Galatians 3:26-29 
“26 For you are all sons of YHWH through faith in Yahushuah HaMashiach. 27 For as many of you 
as were baptized into Yahushuah have put on Yahushuah. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in  Yahushuah  
HaMashiach. 29 And if you are Yahushuah’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according 
to the promise.” 
 
Abrahams seed was the Israelites. The verse above tells us, in Yahushuah we are all one in 
Yahushuah, which makes us Abraham’s seed and heirs to the promise.   
 
The same is said in Romans 11 speaking of the Olive tree. And Israel were the branches of the 
original tree. The gentiles in this example are from the wild olive tree and have also been grafted 
in. The Gentiles are also supported by the same roots and are one. 
 
Romans 11:16-21 
16 For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 
17 And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted 
in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, 
18 do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not 
support the root, but the root supports you.

19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in.” 20 Well said. Because 
of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21 For if 
YHWH did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either.
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The Law was good (Romans 7:12; 1 Timothy 1:8) but it did not count on man’s sinful nature 
(Romans 7:7-25, 8:3) and that is where it fell down (Romans 3:20).  
 
The Law never “fell down” as you put it. Man is the one who “fell” as he did not keep the Law. It 
was not possible for him to do it. This is where the Grace of YHWH comes in. 
 
As Jews and Gentiles we were lost (Isaiah 64:6, Romans 3:10), but at the right time God sent us 
Jesus to die for us (Romans 5:6). He did what the Law “weakened by flesh” could not do (Romans 
8:3), which was to bring salvation to both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 13:38-39, Ephesians 2:14-18). 
 
Sending Yahushuah to die for us was part of the covenant made with Abraham.  
 
Galatians 3:16-18
16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of 
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Yahushuah.
17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of YHWH in Yahushuah, the Law, 
which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of 
none effect.
18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but YHWH gave it to Abraham by 
promise.

The Law demanded perfect obedience, which no one could achieve, and so no one is justified by 
the Law (Romans 3:20; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 7:18-19), only condemned (Galatians 3:10). If 
someone kept the Law to the letter but failed in just one aspect, they were deemed guilty of 
offending against all of it (Romans 2:25; James 2:10-11). If people today seek to follow the Old 
Law, then they are obliged to observe all aspects of the Law, not just “cherry pick” the bits that may 
suit them to follow (Galatians 5:3). 
 
The Law which had rule over them in the old testament was more than just the ten 
commandments. It also contained the Mosaic Law which was not part of the covenant.
 
People today who follow the Law in order to be justified in fact put themselves under a curse 
(Galatians 3:12-13).  
 
The verse is saying that by being a servant of the Law only, one cannot be justified by Faith. The 
grace of YHWH saves us all. The curse of the Law is that no one can live up to the Law. Not then, 
nor now. No one except Yahushuah.  They needed to have faith that Yahushuah would fulfil the law 
by not breaking it and would die for them therefore fulling the covenant between Him and His 
Father as listed in Galatians 3:16-18. This way we can be saved. 
 
Galatians 3:10 -13  
10 For those who are servants of the Law are still under the curse, for it is written, “Cursed is 
everyone who does not act on all elements written in this book of the Law. 11 But no man is made  
righteousness by Law before Elohim is evident, for it is written, “the righteous will live by faith” 12 
Thus the Law is not made by faith, but whosoever will do the things  that are written in it will live in 
it. 13 But Mashiach has redeemed us from “the curse of the Law” by becoming accursed for us, for 
it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree” . 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This is evident throughout the scriptures. For example the verse below states that the ten 
commandments were to last forever. The ten commandments were His Law, not the Mosaic Law. 
 
Psalms 111:7-10  
7 The works of His hands are verity and justice;
All His precepts are sure.
8 They stand fast forever and ever,
And are done in truth and uprightness.
9 He has sent redemption to His people;
He has commanded His covenant forever:
Holy and awesome is His name.
10 The fear of YHWH is the beginning of wisdom;
A good understanding have all those who do His commandments.
His praise endures forever. 

If justification was attained through keeping the Law, then Christ died in vain (Galatians 2:21). 
Those today who seek to follow the Law, in effect, are rejecting the salvation and grace that Christ 
offers by relying on their own “good works” (Luke 18:9-14; John 1:17 Acts 15:11, Galatians 2:16, 
5:5; Ephisians 2:8-9). 
 
We are all aware that no one is without sin and sin is lawlessness.  Therefore justification cannot 
be attained by anyone except by Yahushuah who was without sin and died to provide us with 
grace. 
 
Romans 3:10  
“As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one;” 
 
1 John 3:4  
“Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.” 
 
If one knows the law, and does not follow it but breaks it, then that person commits lawlessness 
and falls out of the grace of YHWH. Grace is provided for us, such that we are able to repent and 
ask for forgiveness of our sins. 

To have no law, one cannot commit sin and this conflicts with Romans 3:10 listed above. 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Jesus said that the Law would not pass away until everything written about him in scriptures was 
fulfilled (Matthew 5:17-18; Luke 24:44). The Law has now passed away because Christ has fulfilled 
it (Romans 7:1-8, 2 Corinthians 3:3-18; Galatians 3:19, 23-25; Ephesians 2:15-16; Colossians 
2:14-17; Hebrews 7:12, 18, 8:6-13, 9:15-22, 10:1, 9-10, 12:24). 
 
That is not what scripture says: 
 
Matthew 5:17-18  
17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to 
fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no 
means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Clarification was even provided in this scripture so people would not be mislead. Yahushuah said 
that: 
 
a) He did not come to destroy the law but to fulfil it.  

1) Destroying the law means to remove it - which he did not come to do. 
2) Fulfilling the law means Yahushuah abided within the Law and not  

                breaking the Law as every other person has.
b) Not one jot or tittle will by no means pass from the Law until the heavens and the earth pass  
    away. 

1) Heaven and Earth are still here - therefore  
2) The Law has not passed away - therefore  
3) Not one jot or tittle has changed. 

 
And he clarifies it even further saying that “whoever therefore breaks the least of the ten 
commandments and teaches men to do so shall be called the least in the kingdom of Heaven”. 
This includes the Sabbath day! 

This is also reflected in: 
 
Malachi 3:6 
I am YHWH. I do not change….. 
 
There is not one of the verses you have quoted which say that the Law is no more. They say we 
are freed from the Law in the sense that we are no longer committed to death through it. Before it 
was binding us to death eternal. We are now able to have everlasting life now through grace.  
 
One should note that no one has ever been saved by the Law. All who have been saved, in all 
ages, have been saved by grace alone . 
 
2 Timothy 1:9  
“ … but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Yahushuah HaMashiach 
before the world began, “ 
 
Noah "found grace" (Genesis 6:8); Lot found grace (Genesis 19:18-19); Moses found grace 
(Exodus 33:17); the Israelites in the wilderness found grace (Jeremiah 31:2); and according to 
Hebrews 11, Abel, Enoch, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Joseph, and many others in the  Old 
Testament were saved "by faith."  
 
They were saved by looking forward to the cross; we are saved by looking back to the cross. The 
Law is necessary because, like a mirror, it reveals the "dirt" in our lives. However, the Law has no 
saving power. It can only point out sin. Yahushuah can save a person from sin. 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Grace works with the Law. The Law convicts of of our sins and grace provides us the way out 
through forgiveness. Should one sin on purpose then? No. For this is not what grace was provided 
for.  
 
Romans 6:14-16  
“14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under Law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do 
you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom 
you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousnes.” 
 
When it says we are not under the Law but under grace, it is not saying the Law does not exist. It 
is saying that the Law cannot save. Grace alone through Yahushuah is what saves us. The Law 
tells us what we can and cannot do. Grace is provided when sin and ask for forgiveness. The Law 
is still required. 
 
Romans 7:12  
“Therefore the Law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good.”

Jesus fulfilled the Law and the Prophets in that he achieved everything that was foretold (Luke 
24:44-49). He fulfilled the Law in that he brought in a new commandment, the law of grace and 
love (John 1:17, 13:34, 1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians  5:1, 1 John 3:10-24). 
 
Scripture says he bought in grace and truth. He told us He did not come to destroy the 
commandments, but to fulfil and by fulfilling the commandments he provided us with His grace 
through His love. You might also note that when He gives a new commandment He does not 
destroy the others.  
 
John 1:17  
For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Yahushuah HaMashiach.

As Christians we are to love others which is the fulfilment of the Law (Romans 13:8-10, Galatians 
5:14; James 2:8-13). 
 
Yes, I agree. But we are also to love YHWH first. 
 
Mark 12  
30 And thou shalt love YHWH thy Elohim with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none 
other commandment greater than these. 
 
These two commandments are simply a summary of the ten commandments. 
 
The Law justified no one where as Christ’s law of love is the fulfilment of the Law. If we love 
someone we are not going to kill them or hurt them or anything else harmful to them and we do not 
need to be told not to do so by any law (Romans 13:8-10). We have been liberated from the law of 
death (2 Corinthians 3:6-16), in other words the old Law (Romans 3:20-23, 6:14, 8:2, 10:4).  
 
Yes. We have been liberated in the sense that the Law no longer has a hold upon us. YHWH’s 
grace now abounds so we are able to be freed from the restrictions of the Law. However this does 
not make the Law obsolete. Grace is provided as a way out from sin. Without the Law we would 
not know when we have sinned and without Grace we would have no way out of sin. The two work 
hand in hand.
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The Israelites and later the Jews, were obsessed with the outward observance of the specific 
words of the Law, but they neglected the important inner (spiritual) components (e.g. Psalms 
50:8-15, 51:16-17, Isaiah 1:13, Hosea 6:6, Matthew 23:23). 

Yes. I agree. This is where the Pharisees come from. The were more concerned with outward 
appearances. The Pharisee’s mindset can been seen today when people take the Law beyond 
what was written. 
 
During his earthly ministry Jesus distinguished himself from his Jewish contemporaries by not 
emphasising the outward observance of the Law. Rather he sought to elaborate on actions (“thou 
shall note”) to an emphasis on the inter motives (i.e., what was in the heart [e.g. Matthew 
12”33-35, 15:17-20, 23:25-28; Mark 7:1-23; Luke 11:39]). What was Jesus’ authority for making 
this change? Moses had prophesied that Jesus would be a greater than he and consequently, it 
was to Jesus that the people should listen (Deuteronomy 18:15; Acts 3:22). 
 
Agree.

For Jesus, the greatest commandment involved to merely keeping the outward requirements of the 
Law, instead, it was to “love the Lord God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.” Also, it was to “love your neighbour as yourself.” Despite not being a part of the Ten 
commandments given through Moses, Jesus said that these two precepts underpinned the entire 
Law and the Prophets (Matthew 22: 34-40; Mark 12:28-34). 

To underpin is to form the basis of something. These two commandments form the basis of the ten 
commandments. Commandments 1 - 4 are all about our relationship with YHWH. Commandments 
5-10 are all about our relationship with one another. It is a way of providing one with a summary 
which contains all which is contained within.

While for the Israelites “loving the Lord your God” meant that they should obey the Old Law of 
Moses (Deuteronomy 10:12-13), for Christians loving Jesus involves obeying his words, the new 
Law of Love (John 13:34-35, 14:15-24, 15:10-14). 
 
Yahushuah make no distinction between Jew or Gentile. In John 13-15, He is speaking with the 
disciples.  Here he agains tells his disciples to keep His commandments. He does not mention the 
abandonment of the commandments at all. 
 
John 14  
15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.

John 15  
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's 
commandments, and abide in his love.
 
Do you love Him? Keep His commandments.
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The Old testament Scriptures foretold that the old law would be done away with (Jeramiah 
31:33-34). This prophecy was fulfilled through Jesus (Luke 22:20; Romans 10:4; Hebrews 8:6-13). 
 
Jeramiah 31:31-34
31 “Behold, the days are coming, says YHWH, when I will make a new Covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah— 32 not according to the Covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My Covenant 
which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says YHWH. 33 But this is the Covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says YHWH: I will put My Law in their 
minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their YHWH, and they shall be My people. 34 
No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know YWHW,’ for 
they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says YHWH. For I will forgive 
their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”
 
When reading this one needs to realise that scripture does not say that the old law would be done 
away with.  It talks of a new Covenant. 
 
A Covenant and the Law are not the same thing. A scriptural Covenant is an agreement between 
two which was sometimes signified through blood and it contained something which each party 
would perform.  
 
In this case YHWH blessings were His end of the agreement as long as we maintained the 
Commandments at our end of the agreement. A Covenant is not purely a Law. It was an 
agreement which contained the Law. 
 
The verse above says that they broke the covenant and a new covenant which used His Laws 
would be made. 
 
Covenants: 
 
There were a number of covenants made in scripture. Some of them are: 
 
1. A Covenant made between Noah and YHWH. (Genesis 9:8-17) 
 
1. A Covenant made between Abram and YHWH which provided Abram and his descendants with 
Land (Genesis 15:18-21) 
 
2. A Covenant made between Abram and YHWH which was recognised through circumcision and 
the promise YHWH would make a great nation of from him and his descendants would be given 
the the promised land. (Genesis 17:1-24) 
 
1. A Covenant made between YHWH and ALL people which contained the Ten Commandments 
and was recognised through the sacrifice of the animals. In particular YHWH gave them the 
Sabbath as a perpetual covenant to be a sign.  
 
Exodus 31  
16 Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their 
generations as a perpetual covenant. 17 It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel 
forever; for in six days YHWH made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested 
and was refreshed.’” 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1. The new Covenant which was the placement of the Law (the Commandments) upon hearts and 
minds of His people and was recognised through the blood of the perfect being, Yahushuah, 
having been “sacrificed” upon the cross as payment for all of our sins. Circumcision was no longer 
required. The blood of lambs etc was no longer required. The blood of the perfect person was 
used.

Note: He did not abolish the Law. He fulfilled it by being the perfect sacrifice and moved the Law 
from the stone to the hearts of men as it says in Jeramiah 31:33 
 
33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says YHWH: I 
will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their YHWH, and they shall 
be My people. 

God’s new covenant is not burdensome (1 John 5:3) unlike the requirements of the Old Law (Acts 
15:5, 10:2, 2 Corinthians 3:3-17).  

As established above the Ten Commandments were not abolished but this Law was placed into 
their hearts. Every Commandment which is in the Old Testament is also found in the New 
Testament and is summed up by Yahushuah: 
 
John 14:21  
"He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me”.  
 
John 14:23-24. 
“23 Yahushuah answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My 
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 He who does not 
love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who 
sent Me.” 
 
Every commandment is written written in the New Testament. 
 
Commandment Old Testament New Testament
First Exodus 20:3 Matthew 4:10, Acts 17:29, 1 Corinthian 8:6
Second Exodus 20:4-61 John 5:21, 1 Corinthians 10:7
Third Exodus 20:7 1 Timothy 6:1, James 5:12
Fourth Exodus 20:8-11 Hebrews 4:3-11, Matthew 12:12, Mark 2:27
Fifth Exodus 20:12 Matthew 19:19, Ephesians 6:2
Sixth Exodus 20:13 Romans 13:9, 1 John 3:15
Seventh Exodus 20:14 Matthew 19:18, Galatians 5:19
Eighth Exodus 20:15 Romans 13:9, Ephesians 4:28
Ninth Exodus 20:16 Romans 13:9, Colossians 3:9
Tenth Exodus 20:17 Romans 7:7, Ephesians 5:3, Colossians 3:5

While some early Jewish Christians continued to observe the Old Law (or aspects thereof) (Acts 
21:20), the only parts there were specifically deemed necessary for a Gentile Christian to keep 
were those relating to the abstinence from foods sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meant of 
strangled animals, and from sexual immorality (Acts 15:19-29, 21:25). Directions relating to some 
of these matters are subsequently reiterated elsewhere in the New Testament (e.g. 1 Corinthians 
6:18, 8:1-13; Ephesians 5:3).
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There are historical indication that as a part of their continued observance of the Old Law (Acts 
21:20) some early Jewish Christians may have also kept the Sabbath. Cultural norms can be very 
difficult to change (1) and the Jewish Christians’ continued adherence to the Law and its Sabbath-
keeping requirement is evidence of this. 
 
The assumption here is that they did not need to keep the Sabbath, which simply is not true. When 
one looks at it as scripture points out, the Commandment to keep the Sabbath day had not 
changed. The Law had moved from one Covenant to the next, being written upon mens hearts. 
The Sabbath command was a perpetual covenant, meaning - never to change. With this in mind 
the keeping of the Sabbath commandment still remains through to this very day. 
 
Exodus 31  
16 Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their 
generations as a perpetual covenant. 17 It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel 
forever; for in six days YHWH made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested 
and was refreshed.’” 
 
Both the Jew and the Gentiles came together upon the Sabbath day. 
 
Acts 13  
42 So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words might be 
preached to them the next Sabbath.  
 
44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God. 45 But when 
the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they 
opposed the things spoken by Paul. 
 
Indeed, the New Testament Book of Hebrews was possibly written to counteract beliefs amongst 
some early Jewish Christians that they needed to continue to keep the requirements of the Old 
Law. Nevertheless, observance of religious festivals, New Moons and Sabbaths is not required of 
Christians as a matter of faith or salvation since such things “ ..are a shadow of the things that 
were to come; the reality, however is found in Christ” (Colossians 2:16-17; also note Acts 15:5 
19-20; Romans 14:5). While the Apostle Paul may have visited synagogues on the Sabbath, he did 
so in order to evangelise the local Jews who congregated there (e.g. Acts 13:14, 14:1, 17:2, 
18:4,19; 19:8). 
 
When one says “While the Apostle Paul may have visited synagogues on the Sabbath, he did so in 
order to evangelise the local Jews who congregated there” it is based solely upon the assumption 
that the Sabbath was no longer valid.  Not one of the listed verses say anywhere in them that the 
Sabbath was not valid. Each of these events in fact show that Paul was in fact keeping the 
Sabbath commandment after the death of Yahushuah. 
 
Acts 13  
14 But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat down. 

Acts 16  
13 And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily 
made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.

Acts 17  
2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from 
the Scriptures,  
 
Acts 18  
4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks. 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Now seems a good time now to bring this up since it needs to be addressed.  
 
Colossians 2:14  
“14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to 
us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. “ 

Many people assume that this handwriting of requirement that was against us and contrary to us 
was YHWH's Ten Commandments. Paul spoke of YHWH’s Law as holy, just, and good many years 
after the cross (Romans 7:7,12).

The Greek word translated "handwriting" is cheirographon, and this is the only place the term is 
used in the scripture.  It means a handwritten record of debt, or what we would today call an IOU. 
This word was used to designate a "record book of sin," meaning a written account of our sins.

Paul was not saying that YHWH's law was nailed to the cross. What was nailed there, was all 
record of our sins. Because YHWH's law required the death penalty for sin (Romans 6:23), this 
record is what was against us, which was contrary to us. Not the law itself, but a record of our sins 
was contrary to us.  
 
He has forgiven us all our sins (Ephesians 1:7), and redeemed us from the curse of the Law 
(Galatians 3:13). Yahushuah has utterly wiped out the damning evidence of broken Laws and 
Commandments which always hung over our heads, and has completely annulled it by nailing it 
over His own head on the cross. It is the evidence against us, not the Law itself, that was nailed to 
the cross, enabling us to be forgiven.

This becomes clear when one reads the rest of Colossians 2. It is apparent that other issues were 
involved that had nothing to do with YHWH's Laws given in the Old Testament. Among these were 
"principalities and powers" (verse 15), "false humility and worship of angels" (verse 18), forbidding 
to "touch, taste and handle" (verse 21) and "neglect of the body" (verse 23).

Further, Paul referred to the false teachings as rooted in "enticing words" (verse 4), "philosophy 
and vain deceit" and "the tradition of men" (verse 8 - which coincidentally includes the man made 
calendar!). He also referred to submitting to “ordinances” of this world (verse 20) and "the 
commandments and doctrines of men" (verse 22). Could Paul, who in Romans 7:12 said the Law 
is "holy and just and good," possibly be referring to the same Law here, or is he addressing an 
entirely different issue? Paul answers this in 1 Corinthians 9:21, when he said, "I am not free from 
YHWH's Law." 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It is important to note that the Sabbath was not intended to be a day of worship. Rather is was set 
aside for the Israelites not to do any work so they could rest and remember how God had 
redeemed them from slavery in Egypt (Exodus 23:12; Deuteronomy 5:12-15). As has been noted: 
 
The Sabbath command was not to do any work on the Sabbath Day (Exodus 20:8-11).
Nowhere in Scripture is the Sabbath day commanded to be the day of worship. Yes, Jews in Old 
Testament, New Testament, and modern times use Saturday as the day of worship, but that is not 
the essence of the Sabbath command. In the book of Acts, whenever a meeting is said to be on 
the Sabbath, it is a meeting of Jews and/or Gentile converts to Judaism, not Christians.

Read more: http://www.gotquestions.org/Sabbath-keeping.html#ixzz3HLGIqYwh  

The Sabbath day was commanded first to keep it Holy. Then it was reinforced by saying that one 
should do no work upon it for that is not keeping the day Holy.  
 
To be Holy means to dedicate or to consecrate oneself to YHWH. To worship means to express 
feelings of reverence for YHWH. Worship is the activity by which we draw near to YHWH, entering 
His presence in prayer, praise, confession of sin and of His Name.  
 
This is why people worship Him upon the Sabbath. To dedicate oneself to YHWH people do this 
through worship. By worshipping Him they also keep the day Holy by not doing their own things, 
nor doing their own pleasure, nor speaking their own words (from Isaiah 58:13). Worship is one of 
the processes used by some to keep the day holy , but is not the only way. It is also a day of rest 
where one stops from labouring as YHWH himself did after creation.

Again, the Sabbath was given to the Israelites (Exodus 31:12-17; Deuteronomy 5:1-3; Nehemiah 
9:13-14; Isaiah 58:13-14; Ezekiel 20:10-12, 19-20, Malachi 4:4) as a reminder to them how God 
rescued them from Eygyptian slavery (Exodus 16:22-29; Deuteronomy 5:12-15). Also it is 
important to note that the requirement for the Israelites to keep the Sabbath Day was given to them 
after they had left Egyptian slavery, not before (Deuteronomy 4:44-45 [NB the mention of the 
seventh day in Exodus 12:14-20 relates to the feast of Passover]). 
 
Passover was upon the 14th of the first month. The 15th always is a Sabbath day and always 
starts with the feast of unleavened bread.  The Sabbaths always fell upon the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 
29th days in scripture. Special Sabbath days were also to be held upon New Moon day in the 
seventh month and also upon the 10th day of the seventh month - the day of atonement.  

While Jesus said that “the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27), in its 
context this saying was specifically connected with the Jews rather than the Gentiles (Mark 2: 
23-28; also Matthew 12:1-8; Like 6:1-5)

Scripture is clear on this point. If Yahushuah meant it to be just for the Jews, He would have said 
so.
 
Deuteronomy 4:2  
“Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish [ought] from it, that 
ye may keep the commandments of the YHWH thy Elohim which I command you.” 

Although Christians are not required to keep the Ten Commandments of Moses …. 
 
Scripture says differently….. 
 
Matthew 19  
17 So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, YHWH. But if 
you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.” 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…. this is not to say that they are free to steal, murder and commit adultery (Romans 6:1-4). 
Rather, Christians are under a new law, a better Law, the Law of Christ (John 13:34-35; Romans 
6:14-23, 13:8-10; Galatians 6:2; James 2:8-13), a better Covenant (Hebrews 8:6-7). 

Finally, it is important to distinguish the old Law from the broader Old Testament scriptures in which 
it is contained. Although the Old Law has been superseded by a new and better Covenant (Acts 
15; Colossians 2; Hebrews 8-9), the Old Testament scriptures relate many important lessons and 
instructions (Romans 15:4, 1 Corinthians 10:11, 1 Timothy 4:13; 2 Timothy 4:14-17, Hebrews 
4:6,11). Furthermore, what they say about nature and the character of God (e.g. Pslams 103:8-10. 
Michah 7:18-19) will always be relevant (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8; James 1:17). While the Old 
Testament Scriptures continue to be of high value, Christians are not bound to observe the Old 
Law nor would they be justified by any such observance.

The Old Covenant was made into New Covenant where the Law (the Ten Commandments) were 
written upon the hearts of man and no longer left upon stone tablets which could not be seen 
(They were stored in the ark of the covenant).  The is no “Old Law” and “New Law” only an Old 
Covenant and New Covenant. 
 
The commandments are forever binding. Some mentions of the Commandments in the new 
testament are:

Luke 1:6  
“and they were both righteous before YHWH, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of 
YHWH blameless.”
 
John 14:15  
“If ye love me, keep my commandments.”

John 14:21 
“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 
shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.” 

Acts 1:2
“Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Roch HaKodesh had given 
commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen.”

1 Cor 7:19 
“Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of 
YHWH.” 

1 Cor 14:37 
“If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I 
write unto you are the commandments of YHWH.” 

1 John 2:3 
“And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.”

1 John 2:4 
“He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him.”

1 John 3:22 
“And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in his sight. “
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1 John 3:24 
“And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that 
he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.” 

1 John 5:2 
“By this we know that we love the children of YHWH, when we love YHWH and keep his 
commandments. “

1 John 5:3 
“For this is the love of YHWH, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not 
grievous. “

2 John 1:6 
“And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye 
have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. “

Rev 12:17 
“And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, 
which keep the commandments of Yahuwah, and have the testimony of Yahshuah HaMashiach. “

Rev 14:12 
“Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of YHWH, and the 
faith of Yahshuah.”

Rev 22:14 
“Blessed [are] they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city.” 
 
As the Gospel writer states “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). 
 
Yes. The commandments were provided to us through Moses. But we could not live up to them 
and there was no way out. Animals had to be sacrificed. Through Yahushuah HaMashiach came 
the grace we needed to be forgiven when we break the commandments. 
 
A good analogy people use which explains this in simple terms which most understand is being 
pulled over by the police for speeding. Here, Yahushuah, has paid for everyones speeding fine. 
This does not change the Law however, it only cancels your debt for breaking the Law. You are still 
accountable for breaking the Law.
 
1 John 3:4  
“Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.”  (transgression of the 
Law).
 
Will one break the Law again? Most likely yes. But this is not a “free ticket” to break the Law. 
 
Hebrews 10:26-28  
“26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer 
remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation 
which will devour the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on 
the testimony of two or three witnesses.” 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This has been summed up very well indeed when one reads Hebrews 10:5-10  
 
5 Therefore, when He came into the world, He said:
“Sacrifice and offering You did not desire,
But a body You have prepared for Me.
6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin
You had no pleasure.
7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come—
In the volume of the book it is written of Me—
To do Your will, O YHWH’” 

8 Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, 
nor had pleasure in them” (which are offered according to the law), 9 then He said, “Behold, I have 
come to do Your will, O YHWH.” He takes away the first that He may establish the second. 10 By 
that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Yahushuah HaMashiach once 
for all. 

This with Jeramiah 31:33 explains what “the second” was: 
 
33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says YHWH: I 
will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their YHWH, and they 
shall be My people. 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*****************  
Some notes
 
We know He created the Sabbath…  
 
Exodus 16:29  
“See! For YHWH has given you the Sabbath; therefore He gives you on the sixth day bread for two 
days. Let every man remain in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.” 
 
We know He commanded the Sabbath… 
 
Exodus 20:8  
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
 
Deuteronomy 5:12 
“Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as YHWH thy Elohim commanded you.” 
 
Deuteronomy 5:15 
“And remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and YHWH thy Elohim brought you out 
from there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore YHWH thy Elohim commanded 
you to keep the Sabbath day.”

We know He kept the Sabbath…. 
 
Luke 4:16  
“And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into 
the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.” 

We know He told us to keep the Sabbath… 

John 14:15  
“If you love me, Keep my commandments” 
 
Mark 2:27  
“And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.” 
 
John 14:21  
“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 
shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.” 
 
1 Corinthians 7:19  
Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of 
YHWH. 

We know He never changes….. 
 
Hebrews 13:8
“Yahshua HaMaschiah is the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 
 
We know there will be those who will restore his Sabbath… 
 
Isaiah 58:12-13 
“12 And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the 
foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer 
of paths to dwell in.
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13 If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call 
the sabbath a delight, the holy of YHWH, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own 
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: 
 
14 Then shalt thou delight thyself in YHWH; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of 
the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of YHWH hath spoken 
it.” 
 
And we know there will be those who keep his Sabbaths (which is one of His commandments) at 
the end of days and those who do not.

Revelation 14
“9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and 
his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he himself shall also drink of 
the wine of the wrath of YHWH, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He 
shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence 
of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest 
day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.

12 Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of YHWH and 
the faith of Yahushuah.”

 
We also know that after Yahushuahs crucifixion, the commandments were still in place: 
 
Matthew 7:21-23
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘YHWH, YHWH,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘YHWH, YHWH,’ have we not 
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 
And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’“ 
 
1 John 2:3-4  
“3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 He that saith, I 
know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”
 
1 John 5:2  
By this we know that we love the children of Yahuwah, when we love Yahuwah, and keep his 
commandments.

2 John 1:6  
And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye 
have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.

Rev 12:17  
And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, 
which keep the commandments of Yahuwah, and have the testimony of Yahshua Messiah.

Rev 14:12  
Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of Yahuwah, and 
the faith of Yahshua. 
 
Rev 22:14  
Blessed [are] they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city.
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Regarding: 
 
"The Law did not exist before Moses received it at Sinai." 

This is simply not correct. The scripture tells us:  
 
I John 3:4
"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law." 
 
When Adam disobeyed YHWH in Eden he "sinned" (Romans 5:12). How could Adam be called a 
sinner clear back in Eden if YHWH had no law back then to define sin? When Cain was thinking 
about murdering his brother Able, YHWH warned him: "sin lieth at the door." (Genesis 4:7). How 
could YHWH warn Cain he was about to sin, and then place him under a curse for murdering his 
brother, if YHWH had no law back then prohibiting murder?  
 
And how did Cain, and "every one" else on "earth," know that the penalty for a murderer was death 
(Genesis 4:14-15) if YHWH had no law revealing this? How could YHWH tell Noah that mankind 
had become exceedingly corrupt and evil if there was no Divine Law that they had broken 
(Genesis 6:11-13)? What justification did YHWH have for destroying the world by the Flood if the 
people were unaware of His law?

How did King Abimelech (the Philistine king of Gerar, a heathen) know adultery was wrong, and 
that the penalty was death (Genesis 20:1-7; 26:7-11)? As did Joseph (Genesis 39:9)? How did 
Jacob know stealing was wrong (Genesis 30:33; 31)? The answer is obvious, because YHWH's 
Law DID exist before Moses, before Jews existed in the world.  
 
YHWH Himself said of Abraham that he, "...obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 
commandments, my statutes, and my laws" (Genesis 26:5). How could Abraham have obeyed 
YHWH's commandments and laws unless YHWH had already given it to him? YHWH's Laws did 
exist before Moses repeated them.

As a matter of fact, there were blood sacrifices in the Garden of Eden! After Adam and Eve sinned, 
YHWH clothed them in skins that were taken off animals whose blood had been poured out as a 
sin-offering to YHWH (Genesis 3:21); for as we find Cain and Abel offering sacrifices to YHWH. 
How did Abel know to sacrifice the firstlings of his flock and the fat thereof to YHWH (Genesis 4:4) 
if there was no law of sacrificing and offerings? How did Noah know to take clean animals and offer 
them as burnt offerings on the altar to the YHWH (Genesis 8:20) if there were no burnt offering 
laws? The law that says an animal must be put to death if it kills a man (Exodus 21:29) is also in 
Genesis 9:5-6.

How did YHWH teach the Israelites about the Sabbath? YHWH sent manna six days a week for 
them to eat (Exodus 16). But He told them to gather twice as much on the sixth day because there 
would be none on the Sabbath. The scripture tells us YHWH gave the Israelites manna to 
determine if they would walk in YHWH’s Law (Exodus 16:4). But Exodus 16:27 tells us the very 
next Sabbath they flunked the test, they disobeyed YHWH by going out to gather manna on the 
Sabbath, they didn't even obey YHWH for one week!

So YHWH asked them in verse 28, "How long refuse ye to keep my commandments and my 
laws?" YHWH didn't institute the Sabbath and then one week later cry out "How long will you 
refuse to keep My commands" the very first time they failed! No, YHWH's commandments had 
been around for more than two thousand years by then. People had been continually breaking 
YHWH's Law from Eden onwards. Even the Israelites whom He rescued from Egypt were breaking 
His Sabbath Day! No wonder YHWH said, "How long will you refuse to keep My commands?"! The 
scripture evidence is that YHWH's Law had been around for thousands of years before they were 
reaffirmed to the Israelites at Mount Sinai.
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